
Committee: Borough Plan Advisory Committee 
Date: 04 March 2010 
Agenda item: 4   Public Session 
Wards: All 

Subject:  Adoption of Merton’s Local Development Scheme  
Lead officer: Head of Sustainable Communities, James McGinlay 
Lead member: Cabinet Member for Planning and Traffic Management;  
Cllr William Brierly 
Forward Plan reference number:  908 (Cabinet); (907) Council 
Contact officer: Interim Spatial Planning Manager, Tara Butler 

Reason for urgency to Borough Plan Advisory Committee: to ensure that the 
provisions of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) can be 
met when preparing and submitting Local Development Documents.  
Recommendations:  
A. Borough Plan Advisory Committee: that, following the recent approval by the 

Mayor of London and Secretary of State, Members recommend the adoption of 
Merton’s Local Development Scheme to Cabinet 

B. Cabinet: That, having regard to any comments/ recommendations arising from 
consideration by the Borough Plan Advisory Committee, Cabinet consider and 
recommend to Council the adoption of Merton’s Local Development Scheme.  

C. Council: That, having regard to any comments/ recommendations arising from 
consideration by Cabinet, Council resolves to adopt Merton’s Local Development 
Scheme 2010.  

 

 
1 PURPOSE OF REPORT AND EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
1.1. This report concerns the sixth revision of Merton’s Local Development 

Scheme (LDS). The LDS is the three-year project plan for the new 
development plan for the borough, Merton’s Local Development Framework 
(LDF). The LDS sets out what planning policy Merton Council will be 
producing between now and 2013. 

1.2. Revisions to the LDS were considered by Members and approved for 
submission to the Mayor of London and Secretary of State at the following 
meetings 
o Borough Plan Advisory Committee – 11 June 2009 
o Cabinet – 22nd June 2009 
o Council – 08 July 2009  

 
2 DETAILS 
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2.1. In December 2009, Merton Council received a report from the Mayor of 
London saying that he did not wish to direct the Council to make any 
changes to the LDS. The report is attached as Appendix A 

2.2. Merton’s LDS can now be adopted as the project plan for the Local 
Development Framework by a resolution of full Council. 

2.3. The table below summarises the development plan documents that Merton 
Council will produce between 2010-2013 as set out in the LDS. 

.  
Table 1: Merton’s Local Development Scheme 

LDF Document Consultation  Submission Examination  Adoption  

Core Strategy 
DPD 

September/ 
October 2009  

June 2010 November 2010 to 
January 2011 

May 2011 

Proposals Map 
DPD* 

September/ 
October 2009  

June 2010 November 2010 to 
January 2011 

May 2011 

Development 
Control DPD 

June/July 2012 March 2013 June 2013 March 2014 

Morden Area 
Action Plan  

November/ 
December 2010 

February 2011 July 2011  October 2011/ 
January 2012 

Joint Waste DPD July to October 
2009 

July 2010 December 2010 September 2011 

 
 *The Proposal Map production timetable is most subject to change, as it will need to be revised as 

each DPD with spatial expression is progressed, including the Development Control and Joint Waste 
DPD.  

 
3 ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS 
3.1 As set out in the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act and associated 

regulations, development plan documents must be prepared in accordance 
with an adopted Local Development Scheme. 

3.2 Towards producing a sound Core Strategy that meets all the necessary 
procedural requirements, there are no credible alternative options to 
adopting the LDS 

3.3 There is an alternative option to revise the LDS and the timetable it sets out 
prior to adoption; this would require a resolution of full Council and approval 
by the Mayor of London and Secretary of State.  

 
4 CONSULTATION UNDERTAKEN OR PROPOSED 
4.1. Beyond Merton Council, the Government Office for London (on behalf of the 

Secretary of State) and the Greater London Authority were consulted on 
Merton’s Local Development Scheme 2010 

 
5 TIMETABLE 
5.1. As stated in the body of this report. 
 

12



6 FINANCIAL, RESOURCE AND PROPERTY IMPLICATIONS 
6.1. There are no financial, resource and property implications for this purpose of 

this report. 
 
7 LEGAL AND STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 
7.1. The procedures set out in this report comply with statutory provisions as set 

out in the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended), Planning Act 
2008 and the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended), 
associated Regulations and guidance.  

 
8 HUMAN RIGHTS, EQUALITIES AND COMMUNITY COHESION 

IMPLICATIONS 
8.1. There are no human rights and equalities implications for the purpose of this 

report. 
  
9 CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS 
9.1. There are no crime and disorder implications for this purpose of this report. 
 
10 RISK MANAGEMENT AND HEALTH AND SAFETY IMPLICATIONS 
10.1. There are no risk management or health and safety implications for the 

purpose of this report.  
 
11 APPENDICES – THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS ARE TO BE 

PUBLISHED WITH THIS REPORT AND FORM PART OF THE REPORT 
11.1. Mayor of London letter and report approving Merton’s Local Development 

Scheme 
11.2. Merton’s LDS 2009 is available via Merton Council’s website or on request 

from Tara Butler on 020 8545 4855 or tara.butler@merton.gov.uk  
12 BACKGROUND PAPERS 

 The papers use to compile this report were:  

• PPS12 and Companion Guide; DCLG 2008 

• Planning Act 2008 

• Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 

• Merton’s Statement of Community Involvement (July 2006) 

  (both available at the DCLG website: http://www.communities.gov.uk/ ) 
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